
Conrad C. Binkele

Our story concerns Brother Conrad C. Binkele.  Born 1867, Mansfield, Ohio.  Finished a
faithful course in Christ, 1942 in Los Angeles, California.

Brother Binkele possessed a deep reverence for the Lord with a high standard of Christian
character.  Raised a Lutheran, and in time, became the Bishop of the Apostolic Lutheran
Churches of America.  He had the ability to speak, write and read in seven languages. 

How He Came into The Truth:

In Mansfield was a Lutheran Church whose resident minister was Carl Lorenz, grandfather of
Brother Edward Lorenz. The town blacksmith was a young brother in the Truth named George
Jahrous, who was a frequent visitor in the Lorenz home.  On one of these visits he met Brother
Binkele, who was on a speaking tour for his Church; and at the time was ill and tired.  Brother
George heard the remark of his illness and need of rest, so he told him that he had a sister in
Santa Monica, California, who was a hostess for a wealthy man’s retreat in the mountains. Then
he told Brother Binkele that there were usually empty cabins, and that he would write his Sister
to expect Brother Binkele. George’s sister was in the Truth.  Soon, Brother Binkele was being
served in his cabin and found rest. 

One evening in his cabin, our brother wanted something to read.  Placed on his night stand was
a book: The Divine Plan of The Ages.  He picked up the book, and, after the third attempt, read
it through during the night.  The morning sun was just coming up when he finished.  He got
out of bed, and upon his knees, he prayed to the Lord with the words: “all my life I have served
you in ignorance, what will you have me to do?”  

An Immediate Decision:

He immediately left his Church and his position; and, with George’s sister, went to the
meetings of the Brethren in Los Angeles.  There he met Brother Russell.  He told the Pastor
of his background and of his ability with languages; and asked if he might serve him in some
manner.  Brother Russell suggested that he continue his study of the Truth through the
Volumes; and, if he ever needed him, he would write. Time passed: and a letter came from
Brother Russell asking that both he and sister Binkele come to the Bible House. 
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Brother and Sister Binkele Sent to Europe:

The Binkele’s arrived at Bethel.  One evening Brother Russell asked Brother Binkele to come
to his study.  In the study Brother Russell had spread upon the carpet a large map of Europe.
The Pastor seated himself upon the carpet and Brother Binkele joined him.  Then the Pastor
began to point out on the map where the various classes were in Europe, and stating some of
the problems that were in the classes.  Then he asked the question, “If you were sent to Europe,
Brother Binkele, what would you do about these class problems?”  The reply, “I would do
nothing, but would let the Lord do it.”  The Pastor’s immediate reply, “Brother Binkele prepare
to go to Europe tomorrow.”  There was no delay. The steamship tickets had already been
purchased. This reveals the positive mind of the Pastor. 

European Office Site Overruled:

The office and home for the work in Europe was over looking the beautiful Lake of Lucerne in
Switzerland.  Later, it was learned that the location was overruled by the Lord.  During World
War I, Switzerland remained neutral among the countries, so there was no interruption in the
progress of the Truth in Europe. Translations, printing, pilgrim service all progressed and large
classes were developing.  Brother Binkele had the full time service of a very capable sister,
known to many as Sister Emmy Poe.  She worked during those difficult years; and, especially,
for a short time after the death of Brother Russell.  

Errors Emerge Soon After the Pastor’s Death:

For a while, Brother Binkele, receiving the Watch Towers for translating, blamed the errors
appearing in the Towers as merely typographical mistakes and would correct them.  Soon the
errors were determined to be the Editor’s changes in the Truth with a planned departure from
the Truth.  After many painful experiences among the brethren, the office was closed and with
Sister Binkele he returned to Los Angeles. 

This story reveals how the Lord works to accomplish His work for His brethren.  Brother
Binkele continued to serve the Truth to his death. 

Additional History:

In June 1916, only a few months before his death in October, Pastor Russell appointed Brother
Binkele general overseer of the Harvest Work in Germany, Holland and Switzerland.  He was
given full authority to act on behalf of the Society by letters of power of attorney – giving him
complete and sole charge of all the Society’s assets: including books, magazines, merchandise,
property, accounts, cash in bank, cash on hand, records of account, etcetera.  

This action was necessitated by problems amongst the Brethren in the three lands.  Pastor
Russell called the previous two years (1914 and 1915): “troubled waters.”  

Such action shows the high regard in which the Pastor held Brother Binkele.  
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Some Lessons to Note:

1. The devastating effects of doctrinal error upon the spirit of the Truth: and,
how small beginning errors swiftly mushroomed into greater errors, making
recovery difficult, or impossible.  

2. How the Lord drew Brother Binkele out of the nominal church into a
knowledge of the Truth, by contact with consecrated brethren, and the First
Volume; and, how quickly he then made a full consecration, when its true
meaning was revealed to him.

3. Brother Binkele’s lesson nicely illustrates the subject of how a professed
believer must take several steps to arrive at a level where one can make a full
consecration acceptable to the Heavenly Father, even though such a one might
be zealously dedicated to service at high levels in a nominal church.  This bears
on current subjects of interest among Bible Students: such as, types of
justification, consecration and the “outstanding difference between the nominal
church and the true church of Christ.”  

Brother Binkele shared some of his perspective and lessons from the doctrinal and
organizational changes after Brother Russell’s death in his discourse on FEAR. His experience
in the midst of the transitions moved him to share this bit of wisdom:

“If we compare the sound and peaceful state of things in the springtime of the
movement of the Truth people, with what happened soon after the death of our
dear Pastor, we can easily trace to the source of cause and reasons.  We can trace
a slipping from wisdom and good understanding, because there was a falling
away from the reverence of God: hence from humility, hence from appreciation
and love of God, the Truth, and of the Brethren.  It had its beginning at so-
called “high places,” let me plainly say, at headquarters; and, like a contagious
epidemic, it gradually affected conditions everywhere.”

Following this are images of the documents regarding his assignment to the Europe offices.
Following this is a collection of photos from the European branch location, brethren and images
of materials from his times, including some examples his own painting talent.

The documents following the discourse notes illustrate some of the international issues and
WATCH TOWER organizational changes occupying Pastor Russell’s mind and attention in his
final months.
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Telegram to Conrad Binkele in Zurich announcing death of Pastor Russell

Zurich - Helvetia Square building with auditorium and meeting rooms for Bible Students



Bible House family, Barmen Germany 1914

Sister Hanna Binkele, Dresden Germany
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