Church of Sardis

Historical Events (1377 – 1517)
1366 - Parliament put an end to English vassalage to Rome (would no longer pay tribute to the papal seat)
1366-67 – Wycliffe’s public career began in condemning abuses of papacy and its interference in secular affairs

1376 - Wycliffe began to criticize the clergy for their wealth and corruption and false doctrines.  He turned his attention to the scriptures which alone he saw as the rule of truth.    

1377 – Pope Gregory issued three bulls against Wycliffe – to the king, the University and to the prelates.  Wycliffe was forbidden to teach.             .  
1378-1417 -- The “Great Schism” – The election of two rival popes.  Wycliffe devoted himself exclusively to doctrinal matters and came out as the Reformer.  His followers became known as Lollards.
1384 – Wycliffe died in peace in Lutterworth

1388 – Wycliffe’s translation of the Bible into English from Vulgate completed by John Purcey.

1401 – England passed law against Lollards, condemning heretics to be burned  
1408 – John Huss (Bohemia) accepted Wycliffe’s teachings and openly preached against the church

1409 – Pope Alexander V ordered the destruction of all the “arch-heretic” Wycliffe’s writings

1414-1418 – Council of Constance which “healed” the Great Schism, condemned Huss as a heretic and burned him alive, and declared heretics must also forfeit lands and goods upon death,
1428 -- Wycliffe’s bones were dug up and burned.

1450 – Pope Nicolas V authorized the Portuguese to “attack, subject and reduce to perpetual slavery the Saracens (Muslims), pagans and other enemies of Christ.”

1453 – The Turks captured Constantinople.  This marked the beginning of the Renaissance which had both good and bad effects:  literary and artistic revival, paganism revival.  The Vatican built during this time.

1514 – The Lateran Council declared that Christendom was no longer plagued by heresies.  Everything was quiet, every heretic exterminated. 
